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Last February Kentucky Mountain Bible College was 
granted re-accreditation with ABHE (Association for 
Biblical Higher Education) for another ten years.  ABHE 
is the largest Bible college accrediting agency in North 
America. Professor Zane Darland, KMBC’s new academic 
dean, is proudly holding the certificate of accreditation. 
An on-site evaluation team of five peers from other 
ABHE colleges gave KMBC incredibly high approval 
ratings. The team was very impressed by KMBC’s quality, 
efficiency, financial soundness, and excellent execution 
of its mission. The only deficiency KMBC had to address 
was to move the required government statistics to a more 

prominent place on our website, which only took our 
web-master 15 minutes. When two academic 

friends from sister Christian institutions 
heard the report, their remark 

was “That kind of glowing 
reaffirmation is unheard of!” 
We praise God for helping 
KMBC pass this crucial 
milestone with such flying 
colors! High congratulations 
are due to the fine quality 
of our faculty and staff who 
made all of this possible!

RE-ACCREDITATION FOR 10 YEARS 
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HERO GOES HOME
Dr. John Neihof was a beloved professor at KMBC for 23 
years. He also served as an effective  Dean of Students 
for 12 years and six years as Director of Development. 
Dr. John, as he was affectionately called, passed away 
suddenly on March 8, 2019. At the time of his death 
he was president of Wesley Biblical Seminary. He did a 
fantastic job leading the seminary forward.

Dr. John was a very gifted teacher both in and outside 
the classroom. For many professors their teaching stops 
when the final bell rings; not so with Dr. John. He taught 
wherever he was on campus: in the classroom, his home, 
in the campus dining hall, and in his office. He loved his 
students almost like they were his own children. He lived 
life to the full. He preached, prayed, taught, laughed, 
sang, yodeled, and wept hard. He was a high octane 
person who did more in 58 years than most would do 
in 100! Dr. John left behind a great legacy in all the lives 
he influenced and touched at KMBC! Friends of his have 
started a memorial scholarship fund in his memory. If 
you would like to give a gift for this scholarship fund 
to extend his legacy, just earmark it for the Dr. John E. 
Neihof Scholarship Fund.

DELUGE – our spring recruiting event –  was a big 
success. It was the second largest recruiting event 
in our history, with a record number of applications! 
Prospective students came from many states. A talent 
contest was held on Friday afternoon with a number 
of gifted participants. Following this was a fascinating 
PowerPoint presentation presenting compelling 
evidences of Noah’s Flood. An excellent talent show 
was held in the evening, put on by KMBC students and 
the winners of the talent contest. This was followed 
by a nighttime mountaintop hayride to our newly built 
picnic pavilion. Topping off the bonfire and hot dog roast 
was a very impressive overhead fireworks display, shot 
from the top of the mountain. Several attendees said it 
was as good as the town-sponsored fireworks displays 
on the 4th of July. After a hearty breakfast, the college 
took  all visitors to the Ark Encounter in Williamstown, 
Kentucky. As the good British would say, “A good time 
was had by all!”

SMASH HIT!

This year’s phonathon was a smash hit. We have 
surpassed our goal of $30,000 with the current tally 
at $34,756 and still counting. Of the 27 years we have 
done a phonathon, this was the quickest and easiest. 
We had record participation by staff and students, and 
it was all done in one week. A total of 588 made pledges. 
We want to thank all of the kind folk who pledged and 
helped us exceed our goal. Your giving and kind words 
were an encouragement to all who called.

PHONATHON GOES 
OVER THE TOP!
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I believe in KMBC because it provides great mentors 
for the students. I graduated from KMBC 40 years 
ago. I still vividly remember the godly lives of many 
of the instructors. One of the instructors, Rev. Harold 
Davis, was so godly that it seemed that God must 
have been sitting next to him when he prayed. God 
was so near, I almost wanted to peek when he was 
praying. I shared this thought with other alumni and 
many said they had the same feeling! I believe the 
godliest people I have ever known I met as a student 
40 years ago. Holiness wasn’t just a doctrine or a 
theory that was taught but an intimate relationship 
with God and a lifestyle they lived. Even though it 
took me a while to figure it out for myself, I knew that 
living a holy life was possible and real because I had 
seen it lived before me. My godly mentors 40 plus 
years ago made me hungry for what they had. 
I praise God that Kentucky Mountain Bible College 
still has some great mentors today. KMBC is so 
committed to mentoring that every campus student is 
required to have a mentor and be in an accountability 
group. This has a big impact on our students. It is 
great to have a mentor walk alongside of you and 
show you how to live a disciplined and holy life. 
Someone has said, “I’d rather see a sermon than hear 
one any day!” I’ve often said, “I see better than I hear.” 
At KMBC, students not only hear about holiness and 
Christlikeness – they see their mentors live it and 
model it before them every day.

WHY I BELIEVE
IN KMBC

SPRING  
CONVOCATION

Dr. Mike Avery, retired president at God’s Bible School, 
did an excellent job of preaching our spring revival. The 
whole campus loved his messages. His preaching on 
entire sanctification made the holy life very attractive 
and easy to understand. He described his KMBC 
experience with these words:

“It was a real joy to be on the campus of KMBC and 
to speak for the Spring Convocation. The campus was 
beautiful and the student body was an absolute joy 
to preach to and work with. There are many positive 
impressions of our time there, but the most significant 
was the strong sense of spiritual community that we 
felt among the students, staff and faculty. The KMBC 
campus culture is a balanced 
application of classic Biblical 
principles with relaxed 
self-discipline coupled 
with humble dependence 
on God that provides an 
atmosphere where vital 
spiritual growth occurs. It 
was a blessing to Ruth and me 
to be a part of this atmosphere 
for a few days.”
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KMBC students don’t wait to begin ministering until 
after they graduate. They are busy doing it while they 
are in school. This is an article from an Atlanta paper 
(AJC News) about a KMBC student, written by Christian 
Boone:

Preachers Like Jones Spread the Word at Many Big Events

They’re at virtually every major sporting event, as 
ubiquitous as corporate sponsorships and overpriced 
parking. Super Bowl weekend saw these street 
preachers stationed just outside the Georgia World 
Congress Center MARTA station, handing out religious 
tracts at a fever pitch. Most people try to avoid eye 
contact with them. Some nod in solidarity. Others are 
dismissive, if not downright hostile. Regardless of the 
reaction, Tyler Jones, 24, kept smiling, proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with vigor. You’d never 
know it was his first time. He’s among 90 volunteers 
in Atlanta with Sports Fan Outreach, an evangelical 
organization that shares its message of salvation with 
fans worldwide. Jones, a college student from Kentucky, 
was anxious before making his debut Friday morning. 
“At first I was really nervous,” timidly approaching 
passersby, he said. He was put to the test right away, 
encountering a stranger eager to debate the concept of 
eternal life. “He was super upset at me,” Jones said. “It 
was discouraging at first.” But then he found his groove. 
As dusk approached, Jones estimated he had passed out 
some 400 tracts....“I definitely want to do this again,” 
Jones said. “I’ll go wherever the Lord directs me.”

Boone, Christian. “Preachers like Jones spread the word at 
many big events.” AJC 4 Feb. 2019, www.ajc.com/news/
local/super-bowl-sunday-faces-atlanta-crowd- thousands/
X4aleDuRd2p8i81HOc67dK/ . Accessed 12 June 2019.

MINISTERING ON  
THE FRONTLINES

Mike VanderKamp and a crew from Michigan built this 
24 X 56 picnic pavilion in just three days this spring! 
They poured the cement slab on Friday, framed it up 
on Saturday, and put the metal on it on Monday. It was 
exciting to see it go up so fast. This pavilion is located 
near the ridge-top of the KMHA 200 acre mountain 
farm. The view is beautiful and exhilarating. Someone 
said, “The Smokies don’t have anything over this!” 
KMBC repaired and graveled the road up to the pavilion 
so that this mountaintop spot is easily accessible by car. 
The college plans to use this scenic spot for student 
recreation events, camping, recruiting events, and its 
growing youth camp ministry. We say a big thanks to 
our team from Michigan for building this scenic pavilion 
with such a gorgeous view.

PICNIC PAVILION

KMBC was blessed this spring by receiving an 
inheritance from the estate of David Willison. 
Mr. Willison lived in Troy, Michigan, and passed 
away January 20, 2018. He was a very dedicated 
Christian. His daughter Theresa and her husband, 
Dennis Kerley, both attended KMBC. They worked 
at KMBC’s radio station, WMTC, and also at Mt. 
Carmel Schools. Many friends are remembering 
KMBC in their estate planning. To all who have done 
so we say a heart-felt thank you! This helps insure 
KMBC’s future financial stability and longevity.

INHERITANCE  
RECEIVED
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NEW HEIGHTS 
YOUTH CAMP

This year KMBC is hosting three youth camps: June 24-
28, July 22-26, and July 29-Aug. 2. We are expecting 
many more campers than last year. About 20 pastors 
who weren’t here last year have said that they want to 
bring their youth group! We are putting more resourc-
es into this camping program than ever before. New 
features for this year include a dual racing water slide, 
archery tag, and mountain hayrides with ridge-top fire-
works. Campers who go to other camps tell us that our 
camp is more fun, more spiritual, the food is better, and 
it costs less. The third camp is a specialty camp with 
emphasis on creation and Noah’s Flood. Each morning 
the campers will attend interesting classes to learn of 
scientific evidence for the biblical account of creation 
and Noah’s Flood. Included in this camp will be a free 
trip to the Ark Encounter and a local archaeological hike 
to see evidences of Noah’s Flood. Be sure to check out 
kmbc.edu/youthcamp for more information and regis-
tration forms.

This spring the college was blessed to receive two 
semi-loads of composite siding, delivered to our door 
free of charge! This is a very high-end product, much 
more durable and expensive than regular vinyl siding. 
KMBC is very grateful to this donor for providing such a 
valuable product at no cost. Every year we receive tens 
of thousands of dollars of top quality donated materials. 
Truly God is good to the college.

SEMI-LOAD OF 
COMPOSITE SIDING
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS

Gary and his wife, Elizabeth (on staff at KMBC), are currently working on getting 
to the mission field. God has called them to SE Asia and they are following 

that call; joined in dialog with two agencies about the possibilities. They are in 
ministry at Eastland Park Church of the Nazarene in Lexington currently, and are 

excited about how God is already providing for them to serve!

ELIZABETH LERMA

Since graduation, Elizabeth has come on as staff at KMBC and will be traveling for the 
school. She said about that in her senior testimony, “So that others can experience the 

education, the community, and the presence of God that can be found here”. She 
went on to say, quoting from her Senior Seminar professor, “Our challenge as 

KMBC graduates is not to assimilate the culture but to change the world”. This 
girl is geared to do just that.

Jared graduated with a desire to serve Jesus and our country as a Chaplain in the 
Armed Forces of the United States.  Attending Wesley Biblical Seminary is the 

plan for the next step of that process to get his Master of Divinity degree.  Jared is 
committed, and has demonstrated the leadership essential for active and fruitful 

service, wherever the Lord leads.  

Sungmin has returned to South Korea and has been ordained as a youth pastor. 
He is also finishing his internship as a worship pastor in the “Beautiful Dream 

Church.” He stated that God had specifically called him to work with youth, and 
he is purposed to invest more in media ministry because it more effectively connects 

with those he has been called to serve.

GARY ECKMAN

JARED COX

SUNGMIN LEE

July 22-26 – New Heights Youth Camp II 
July 29-Aug 2 – New Heights Youth Camp III 
        (Special Creation Focused Camp)

July 21-28 – Mt. Carmel Campmeeting

August 22 - Fall Semester Begins

September 15-20 - Fall Convocation

November 15 - Collingsworth Concert

November 15-16 - Recharge

November 15-16 - Fall Recruiting Event

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! UPCOMING EVENTS AT KMBC
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Month Leader State # Work Done
Jan. John Lorimer GA 2 Floor Tile

Jack Duff KY 1 Finish Carpentry
Feb. Mike VanderKamp MI 1 Carpentry

Jack Duff KY 1 Finish Carpentry
David Speas TN 2 Assist with HVAC Installation

Mar. Bob Hill OH 2 Carpentry
Apr. Mike VanderKamp MI 7 Carpentry

Todd TerAvist MI 14 Carpentry, Drywall, Landscaping
Bob Mulloy GA 2 Painting, Cooking

Danny Spencer KY 1 Mechanical
Don Jones SC 1 Welding
Jack Duff KY 1 Finish Carpentry, Counter-top

May Bob Whistleman VA 2 Electrical
Bob Mulloy GA 2 Drop Ceiling, Cleaning

Gary Donaldson PA 3 Plumbing
Mike VanderKamp MI 1 Carpentry, Drop Ceiling

Interested in bringing a work team to KMBC? Give us a call at 606-693-5000.

WORK TEAM ROLL CALL

SUCCESSFUL DISCIPLESHIP/
MENTORING PROGRAM

Pictured are two men from 
Tennessee, helping install 
heating and cooling  equipment 
for the Brengle basement guest 
renovation project. We thank 
these men for their labor, which 
helped reduce the cost of 
installing an expensive heating 
and cooling system.

Last August the college launched a new aggressive 
program requiring all campus students to be in a weekly 
accountability/mentoring group. The purpose of this 
initiative was to help our students find victory in all areas 
of their lives. President Speas told his administrators, “If 
we don’t help them find victory in the personal areas 
of their lives – not much else that we do as a college 
really matters!” We don’t believe in sinning religion – we 
believe in victory over sin.
The participation level was excellent. Praise God, the 
accountability/mentoring program bore good fruit! The 
scores of the annual student life survey went up,  with 
a significant increase in the number of students who 
had full assurance of their salvation, assurance of being 
entirely sanctified, and victory over pornography! This 
is how KMBC measures true success!

“I have been so impressed with the attitude and 
commitment they (KMBC students) had for the work 
of ministering to our youth. All three of the students 
you sent to us were more concerned with the souls of 
our teens than they were about recruiting them. We 
were blessed by your students and our retreat was more 
meaningful because of the interaction of your students. 
We believe in the quality of students that we have seen 
from KMBC and would love to see our teens commit to 
being prepared for life and ministry and enroll at KMBC.” 

KMBC can assist your youth retreat by sending a 
specially trained youth retreat team. Just contact us at: 
dlorimer@kmbc.edu. 

COMMENDATIONS FROM 
CHURCH LEADER HOSTING 

YOUTH RETREAT
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P.O. Box 10 
Vancleve, KY 41339

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Chris Bounds 
and Dr. Tom Hermiz will be guest speakers at our 
annual Recharge Pastors’ Conference. Dr. Chris 
Bounds will be speaking on breaking addiction to 
pornography and how to minister to those struggling 
with homosexuality. Dr. Hermiz will be speaking on 
understanding Islam. Dr. Hermiz has special insight 
into this subject since his grandparents and many 
relatives were killed in a genocide launched by 
Muslims against Christians in Turkey during the early 
1900’s. An outstanding feature of this event will 
be a Collingsworth Family Concert Friday evening 
November 15. This is an event you don’t want to 
miss! Kim Collingsworth has been voted Southern 
Gospel Musician of the Year nine years in a row! 
Their family has been voted best mixed group for at 
least four years in a row. Be sure to put it on your 
calendar now to hear this family that has become a 
music legend! You will have to come early because 
the Helen Mathews Luce Chapel will be packed!

D
r. Chris Bounds

In Concert
November 15, 7:00 PM

D
r. Tom

 H
erm

iz

RECHARGE: FALL PASTOR’S CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER  15-16


