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THE HIGHWAY OF HOLINESS
Dr. Wilfred Fisher
Isaiah 35:8-10, New King James Translation

8 A highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall be
called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall not
pass over it. But it shall be for others. Whoever walks
the road, although a fool, shall not go astray.

9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast
go up on it; it shall not be found there, but the redeemed
shall walk there.

10 And the ransomed of the LorD shall return, and
come to Zion with singing; With everlasting joy on their
heads.

They shall obtain joy and gladness; And sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

Let's look at the first half of verse eight again: “A highway
shall be there, and a road, and it shall be called the
Highway of Holiness. ”



The map of America has been drastically altered by
the Interstate Highway System. Cities that once were
hours apart are now within minutes of each other. Our
country is knit together from border to border, from coast
to coast. What a change from the days of the covered
wagon! Travel becomes simple and swift when one is on
the right kind of road today.

Are you finding it exceedingly hard to go where
God wants you to go? to live for Him? to make spiritual
progress? If your forward progress is painfully slow,
perhaps it is because you are taking a covered wagon over
a trackless wilderness when you should be on God's
highway. His holiness highway is made for you! It is more
than Interstate. It is InterStellar. It goes all the way from
earth to God's eternal city in the sky.

The Scripture we read tells about it: “A highway
shall be there, and a road, and it shall be called the
Highway of Holiness.”

Things of earthly origin can be renamed. Kentucky
once built a special highway called the Daniel Boone
Parkway. The road still exists, but you will not find it on
any modern map. It has been renamed the Hal Rogers



Parkway. No longer is Daniel Boone’s name as honored as
it once was. Other political leaders have taken over.

But what God names we should not try to rename to
please any other person. And God has called the way to
heaven “The Highway of Holiness.” If you seek only
earthly praise you can ignore God's words, but do not
abandon the name He has chosen if you want God to bless
you, your life, and your ministry.

True enough there is opposition to holiness. You
would expect it, would you not? What God proposes Satan
always opposes. That is his diabolical nature. He is always
against God. God said, “...it shall be called the Highway
of Holiness, ”” so of course Satan wants it re-christened in
some other form. Don't follow his lead.

| was driving through Lexington, Kentucky,
heading toward a place on Seventh Street. When | came to
the corner where | should turn I glanced at the street sign.
Instead of “Seventh Street” it said, “Limestone.” Some
prankster had changed the sign. But | knew the city well
enough not to be misled by such a trick. I still drove
straight to my destination.



| am no longer personally side-tracked when | hear
preaching or teaching that fails to use God's name for this
way of holiness, but I always wonder who may be
mislead. With Satan, changing labels is more than a prank.
It is a malicious effort to lead souls astray and to discredit
the Holy One. The devil does not want God's prophecy to
be fulfilled that “it shall be called the Highway of
Holiness.”

Also in the effort to discredit God and destroy souls
Satan puts the holiness label on roads that lead to a
different destination. And sad to say he has succeeded in
keeping some away from the truth because they did not
like what was falsely labeled holiness. Do not let Satan's
trickery keep you from the highway that leads to heaven.
God calls it, “The Highway of Holiness.” The name God
uses we, too, should use, making the meaning clear.
Wrong names can be terribly confusing.

A graduate of Kentucky Mountain Bible Institute
went to another school for further training. Spiritual
people in her new location quickly recognized in her a
kindred spirit. As a result, soon after her arrival the pastor
of her new church wanted her to lead in public prayer. He
said, “Miss Fox will lead us in prayer.” Nothing but
reverent silence followed the announcement.



The pastor spoke in a somewhat louder voice,
“Miss Fox will lead us in prayer.” Silence continued to
reign.

The third time the pastor made his request, “Miss
Fox, please lead us in prayer.”

It was the minister's wife who recognized the
difficulty and whispered rather loudly to him, “You mean
Miss Wolfe.”

The silence then was not quite as reverent as it had
been. What was the trouble? Just the wrong name. If you
want a proper response call things the way they should be
called. God has declared, “It shall be called The Highway
of Holiness.”

Perhaps you wonder why you are still unsanctified
although you have sought the grace. Could it be because
you have not admitted your need in plainly worded
prayer?

One seeker expressed her fears by saying, “Folk
poke their finger at holiness.” Fearing what others may
say, have you been asking the Lord for more love, more
grace, more tenderness, more faith, a freer life, a fuller
hope, a finer experience instead of seeking holiness? Or



perhaps like the blind man of Jericho you have been
simply calling, “Son of David, have mercy on me.” (Mark
10:46-52)

In that case Jesus asked him what mercy he wanted.
“What do you want me to do for you?”

The man named his need definitely, “that I may
receive my sight.” “And immediately he received his
sight, and followed Jesus on the road. ”

If you want to be holy, be definite with God. Call it
what He calls it. Ask for holiness and you will receive.

God says, “It shall be called the Highway of
Holiness” What He prophesies is sure to happen. It is
always true. It is true concerning the Name of the Way. In
spite of Satan’s opposition the name lives today.

One reason is that even as Satan is immediately
against anything God proposes, spiritually minded people
favor anything the Lord has said as soon as they know
God said it. Show them what the Bible proclaims and they
will take their stand with Jesus. I am glad |1 met such
people. They led me into the holiness way.



“A highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall
be called the Highway of Holiness.” God has spoken in
no uncertain terms. Therefore, as far as | am concerned,
the way | take will bear the name “holiness”.

| am not meaning thereby to condemn others who
have not seen this truth, but | cannot turn away from the
truth that | have seen. And | am not suggesting that other
names are wrong. There are other Bible terms, and it is
right to employ them, also. But it is not right to neglect this
one by which the Lord has said the way shall be called.
The way | choose “shall be called the Highway of
Holiness. ” That is its proper name.

Let us now look at the nature of the way. What is it
like? It's first mark is simplicity. “A highway shall be
there, and a road, and it shall be called the Highway of
Holiness.” This speaks not of many highways, many
roads, but of only one. The highway and the road are one.
“And it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.”

Have you ever been confused driving where many
highways cross, converge, intersect and overlap? Perhaps
you made a wrong turn, and had to go miles out of your
way before you could get straightened out again. The
trouble is there are so many highways! And often when



you should make a right turn you are in the left lane.
Confusing, isn't it?

Not so on the Highway of Holiness. Why not?
Because you never need to turn off and seek another road.
And it is a one way road with all traffic going the same
direction. Get on the Highway of Holiness and go on to
your final destination. This road goes clear through.

| am glad for the simplicity of holiness. A brilliant
brain is not required, though the finest mentalities will
find much to challenge them in the way. The last of verse
8 says,” Whoever walks the road, although a fool, shall
not go astray. ” So if be we wise, or if we be otherwise, we
all can walk this way. It is simple.

And it is the way of safety. So verse 9 declares. “No
lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up on
it; It shall not be found there.”

| Peter 5:8 tells us that “your adversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour.” But he is not on the highway of holiness!
Hallelujah! No matter how he roars he cannot get us if we
stay on God's highway. Praise the Lord for safety!
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The devil has made some people believe that it
would be nice to get sanctified but there is no use trying
because you could not keep such an exalted way.

Do not believe that vicious lie! You are far more apt
to keep the grace of holiness (or be kept by it) than you are
to keep your Christianity without being made holy. The
way of holiness is the way of safety. The roaring lion
cannot devour you there.

The Highway of Holiness is the way of safety not
only because the ravenous beast cannot go there, but also
because of God's people who are there. See the truth in the
last of verse 9, “But the redeemed shall walk there.”
Notice people walk on this highway. They do not buzz by,
each in his isolated luxury sedan while poorer travelers
must hitchhike. We walk together in the finest
companionship, all fully loved of God.

What security | find in the company of the saints!
How often | have been glad for their companionship.
When | needed rebuke they gave it. When | started to
wander from the way they called me back. When | was
tempted to discouragement their songs of praise put new
vigor in my steps. When | was under attack they used their
armament to help me win the victory. What safety | find as
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I walk the highway of holiness in the company of the
sanctified! And best of all, Jesus walks this way with me. |
praise His name!

This is the way of simplicity. This is the way of
safety. This is the way of satisfaction. We quote from
verse 10, “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and
come to Zion with singing; with everlasting joy on their
heads: They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away. ”

The way of holiness is the way of happiness.
Sanctified people are basically satisfied.

Far too many eyes have looked at holiness through
foggy, gloomy glasses. They have not seen the everlasting
joy. The gladness has been hidden. They do not behold as
sorrow and sighing take wings and fly away, leaving
perfect peace and joy in their place.

Many ears, too, have failed; hearing not the joyful
sound, the songs with which the saints march up Zion's
hill. They are unaware that even funerals of those who
travel the Highway of Holiness often are marked more by
glory than by grief. Have you failed to see? To hear? The
way of holiness is the happy way!

12



For many this is hard to explain, but nevertheless it
Is true. Some ask, “How can the holy be happy? They
can’t dance. They can't drink. They can't gamble. They
can't do the things by which I gain my fun.”

Yes, they have given up the filth of the hog pen for
the Father's banquet table. But do they miss the slop they
once devoured? Not while feasting on the delicious dinner
the Father has provided! Not while enjoying His love!
And, my friend, if you will let God sanctify you, if you
will take the highway of holiness, you, too, will be
satisfied. That is the nature of the way.

We have spoken concerning the Name of the Way.
“It shall be called the way of holiness.” We have
presented the Nature of the Way. It is marked by
Simplicity, Safety, and Satisfaction. Now let us consider
together the Need of the Way.

There are some things for which The Highway of
Holiness is not needed. Although walking in holiness is
restful to the soul, it is not primarily a place to lie down
and sleep. It is a highway, not a hotel.

A number of years ago | read about a couple making
a daring trip. They were taking what is called The Inside
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Passage from the State of Washington up to Alaska, and
they were traveling by canoe. If you ever try that, be sure
you are on good terms with your guardian angel.

As twilight cast it shadows over the ocean they
were passing an area where there was no place for them to
land. The waves dashed against rocks that would have
destroyed their canoe if they had come near. All they
could do was to keep paddling and seeking a beach on
which to land. With the last glimmer of departing light
they found such a place and pulled swiftly to shore. Tired
from their efforts and the dangers they had encountered
they crawled thankfully into sleeping bags placed upon
the sand, and soon were lulled to dreams by the music of
the waves.

In the blackness of the night their slumbers were
disturbed. A hand flung out of the sleeping bag splashed
into water. In their weariness they had forgotten the rising
tide. Hastily they dragged their canoe and belongings up
the steeply rising slope above the beach.

It was much too steep to lie down there to sleep.
They clambered on through brush seeking a place to rest.
At last they reached a clearing and a level bit of gravel
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covered ground. There they crawled once more into their
sleeping bags.

But not for long! Suddenly they were awakened by
a roar and a dazzling light. Then a voice asked, “What's
the idea of sleeping in the middle of the road?” In the dark-
ness they had not realized it was a gravel road.

A road is not for sleeping. It is for traveling.
Holiness is not for those who want to lie comfortably
where they are. It is for those who want to go somewhere.
Do you?

Holiness is a highway, not a goal. Oh, it is true that
the unsanctified should head for holiness with all
diligence, but not in order to stop when they reach it. Head
for the road that you might travel on! Let it never be truly
said of you that you are saved and sanctified, and petrified.
Let it rather be noted you are pressing on the upward way,
the way of holiness.

Holiness is not needed as a place to sleep; it is not
needed as a goal. But there are some things for which it is
needed. One of them is true spiritual progress.

Let us be sure to get this matter straight. We are not
made holy by spiritual progress. Rather we are able to
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progress spiritually with far greater rapidity after we are
made holy. We do not go someplace in order to get on the
road so much as we get on the road in order to go
someplace. Holiness is a highway. Get on it to go.

| have never been a candidate for a foot racing team.
My legs are not built for that. But there are places where |
could outdo those who set racing records. | will beat the
world's fastest mile runner if he will let me select a
beginning point and an ending point a mile apart and if he
will agree to stay off the road while I stay on it.

My automobile would be only an “also ran” in any
stock car race, but I would win a race from coast to coast
against the fastest car and the finest driver if he would stay
off all roads while | used the best highways.

What is the meaning of all this? Get on the highway
of holiness if you want to make spiritual progress! You
probably will develop more in your soul in one month
after God sanctifies you than you did in a year before.

You need the way of holiness if you want to make
heaven your home. How else could you get there? Many
places the most luxurious car on earth could not go if it
were forbidden to use roads. And no man can go to heaven

16



iIf he refuses to come by the way of holiness. It is not
merely a way. “It shall he called the Highway of
Holiness.”

You have read it in Hebrews 12:14 have you not?
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord.” Yes, there is a “holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord.” We follow the
way of holiness. It leads to our Father's house. He will
welcome us at the end of the way.

Here is truth, “A highway shall be there, and a
road, and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.”
And, best of all, at heaven's end of this highway we will
meet Jesus, our Savior, to live with Him in holiness for
eternity.

But even now we are rejoicing. Listen to verse 10,
“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.” The Highway of Holiness
offers a glorious foretaste of heaven's eternal joy.

We look forward to heaven, but let's not miss the
joy of the journey now.

17
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Kentucky Mountain Bible College

Here at Kentucky Mountain Bible College we've got a
mission! We're about instilling in our students a passion

to:

Know God

Prepare for His Ministry

Live and teach the message of Biblical Holiness
Evangelize and disciple the world for Christ

Share our desire? Share in our ministry through online
giving. It's safe, easy, secure and tax deductible.

www.kmbc.edu/onlinegiving
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